Dental health for the pediatrician.
Pediatricians play an important role in promoting oral health care, and their advice regarding dental procedures or therapies may be solicited. This review is intended to provide answers for the more common questions that parents may have regarding the oral health of their children. The controversies surrounding early orthodontic therapy and mercury-containing amalgam fillings continue to be areas of contention. Why does the orthodontist want to initiate orthodontic treatment in a 7-year-old child? Is there justification for the banning of amalgam fillings, as has occurred in some countries? Also explored are the current therapies for two of the more common oral mucosal disorders: aphthous ulcers and recurrent herpes simplex labialis. These subjects have relevance not only for pediatric patients but also for adults (and for many providers) as well.